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AA.. DDEETTAAIILLSS  OOFF  SSCCHHEEMMEE

Scheme Name & Location Pioneers Trail – Rochdale Cemetery 

Scheme Description (include 
as much information as 
possible) 

Rochdale is seen by historians as the home of the worldwide co-
operative movement.  This is because of a group of men who formed 
the Rochdale Equitable Pioneers Society.  Theirs was not the first ever 
co-operative venture, but they formed the first successful one and the 
one from which a whole group of co-operative businesses were formed, 
some of which are still with us today. 

Over half of the original twenty-eight pioneers are buried in Rochdale 
Cemetery, along with others that were influential in the co-operative 
movement, and their graves can be visited.  Rochdale Pioneers 
Museum have set up a self-guided trail around the burial.  If you visit, 
you will see that the grave and monument inscriptions add further detail 
about their fascinating lives. 

Both the Co-op and Pioneers Museum have been contacted to seek 
authorisation and potentially aid with the funding. They inform us that 
the stones were originally donated to the Council, on the understanding 
that we would maintain them.  As such no funding is available and we 
do not need permission to refurbish as they are owned by the Council.  
Cost for refurbishment attached. 

Desired Outcome (what is 
required by the scheme) 

The trail marker stones are set into the ground at ground level, ie in the 
grass.  When the cemetery is maintained, ie mowed/strimmed the 
marker stones are vulnerable, and over time have suffered minor 
damage.  The stones are in the older part of the cemetery which is also 
a lot harder to maintain due to the age of the graves, and as such the 
stones aren’t always fully visible. 

The proposal is to set each one on a granite plinth so they are above 
ground level and will be easier to see and reduce any damage, and 
also a slight refurbish of each. 

Township Priorities Met Place 

Land Owner Rochdale Council 

Public Consultation No 

Proposed Source of Funding Township Revenue 

BB.. EESSTTIIMMAATTEE

Assumptions made during preparation of estimate 

None – stones have been inspected and are suitable for refurbishment / mounting 
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Risks that may change estimate 
None 
 

Total Estimated Fees £260 

Total Estimated Works Costs £5200 

Total Cost £5460 

Amount Approved by Township £ Cost Code  

 

CC..    TTIIMMEESSCCAALLEESS  

Estimated Start Date  Summer 2021 

(start date subject to commissioning within three months of application) 

Evidence 

 
 

Completion Date Autumn 2021 

Evidence 
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Rochdale Cemetery, Bury Road, Rochdale OL11 4DG

The Rochdale 
Pioneers’ Graves
- A self-guided trail

The list of Pioneers’ burial places 
was compiled by the late Dorothy 
Greaves and is copyright to Rochdale 
Pioneers Museum. All photographs are 
also copyright to Rochdale Pioneers 
Museum.

The headstones and memorials 
along this Trail were refurbished, 
repaired and cleaned in 2012 by The 
Co-operative Funeralcare who also 
provided the direction plaques.

Management and maintenance of 
the cemetery grounds is carried out 
by Rochdale MBC Environmental 
Management.

Biographies supplied by The  
Co-operative College. August 2012.

Leaflet compiled August 2012

Useful contacts: 
Rochdale Pioneers Museum 
31 Toad Lane 
Rochdale OL12 0NU 
t: 01706 524920 
e: museum@co-op.ac.uk 
w. rochdalepioneersmuseum.coop

Rochdale Visitor Information Centre 
Touchstones Rochdale 
The Esplanade 
Rochdale OL16 1AQ 
t: 01706 924928 
e: vic@link4life.org  
w: visitrochdale.com 

Rochdale Cemetery 
t: 01706 645219



On 21st December 1844, the 
Rochdale Equitable Pioneers 
Society opened their store at 
31 Toad Lane, Rochdale. They 
sold pure food at fair prices and 
honest weights and measures. The 
society was founded by 28 local 
residents who became known as 
the ‘Rochdale Pioneers’. They were 
all working men and many of them 
were weavers.

The Pioneers’ success and guiding 
principles are why Rochdale is 
known as the birthplace of the 
modern co-operative movement. 
The business revolution that started 
here now involves one billion co-
operators as members of 1.4 million 
co-operative societies across the 
world.

Fifteen of the original 28 Pioneers 
are buried in Rochdale Cemetery. 
Two other early members of the 
Society, Abraham Greenwood and  
J T W Mitchell are also buried here, 
as are other notable early ‘Co-
operators’. This self-guided trail 
will take you to their graves.

Back row (left to right): James Manock, John Collier, Samuel Ashworth,  
William Cooper, James Tweedale, Joseph Smith.

Front row: James Standring, John Bent, James Smithies, Charles Howarth,  
David Brooks, Benjamin Rudman, John Scowcroft.

 Travel directions to   
 Rochdale Cemetery  
Rochdale Cemetery, which opened in 
1855, is one mile from Rochdale Visitor 
Information Centre at Touchstones 
Rochdale and one and a half miles 
from Rochdale Pioneers Museum. The 
cemetery is open every day from 9am. 
Closing time varies from 4.30pm to 
7.30pm according to the season.

Bus number 469 operates a regular 
service between Rochdale bus station 
and the cemetery every day except 
Sunday. You can also catch this 
service from the stop on Dane Street, 
across the junction from the Visitor 
Information Centre.

Driving or walking to the Cemetery: 
From Rochdale Pioneers Museum turn 
left at the traffic lights onto St Mary’s 
Gate and then right at the next traffic 
lights onto College Road. Go straight 
on at the next traffic lights. This is Bury 
Road. After almost a mile go through 
the traffic lights and the cemetery 
entrance is immediately on the right.

From Touchstones Rochdale, cross 
through the traffic lights onto Dane 
Street. Continue straight on at the next 
lights, then left at the next traffic lights. 
This is Bury Road. After almost a mile 
go through the traffic lights and the 
cemetery entrance is immediately on 
the right.

On-street parking (some is limited 
to one hour) is available outside the 
cemetery. 

This photograph shows thirteen of the original members of the 
Rochdale Equitable Pioneers Society, photographed in 1865.
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Rochdale Cemetery and its crematorium are still in use and funerals take place 
every day. Visitors are therefore asked to take extra care as motor traffic uses 
the roads in the cemetery.

Numbers on this map show the approximate position of the graves.

Small plaques, such as the one pictured, have 
been placed next to the paths to show the direction 
and distance to each grave. The distances 
between plaques quoted in the text directions are 
approximate. Many of the graves on the Trail are at 
some distance from the paths and the ground can 
be uneven. Please take extra care when leaving the 

paths and walking across the grassed areas. Visitors leaving the paths do so 
at their own risk.  Biographies of the Pioneers can be found on pages 7-15.

The Trail starts outside the Cemetery 
Office, just inside the cemetery 
entrance gates. Walk past the 
‘Welcome to Rochdale Cemetery & 
Crematorium’ board and turn left onto 
a gravel path. 

Grave 1: After 6 metres the plaque 
directing you to John Garside’s grave is 
on your left.

Grave 2: From the plaque for John 
Garside’s grave continue along the 
gravel path for 20 metres. The plaque 
for James Wilkinson’s grave is on the 
right. The grave is in the first row from 
the plaque, just behind the tree.

Grave 3: From the plaque for James 
Wilkinson’s grave continue for 40 
metres as the path curves to the right. 
The plaque for John Scowcroft’s grave 
is on the right.

Grave 4: From the plaque for John 
Scowcroft’s grave continue for 20 
metres. The plaque for Abraham 
Greenwood’s grave is on the left. Don’t 
look for an upright headstone as this 
gravestone is low to the ground.

Graves 5 and 6: From the plaque for 
Abraham Greenwood’s grave continue 
for 35 metres. The graves of Samuel 
Ashworth and Miles Ashworth are next 
to each other, on the right of the path.

Grave 7: From the plaque for Miles 
Ashworth’s grave continue for 10 
metres. The plaque for James 
Tweedale’s grave is on the left. This 
gravestone is laid in the ground.

Grave 8: From the plaque for James 
Tweedale’s grave continue for 50 
metres to the junction with the tarmac 
road and turn right. The plaque for the 
grave of James Smithies is 5 metres on 
the right.

Grave 9: From the plaque for the 
grave of James Smithies retrace your 
steps and continue along the tarmac 
road for 45 metres. Just before the 
junction of four roads the plaque for 
J T W Mitchell’s grave is on the left. 
Next to J T W Mitchell’s grave is the 
grave of Samuel Bamford and William 
Bamford, father and son editors of ‘The 
Co-operative News’. Also buried here 
is Samuel’s daughter, Annie Bamford 
Tomlinson, who edited ‘Women’s 
Corner’ in Co-operative News.

Grave 10: From the plaque for J T W 
Mitchell’s grave continue to the junction 
of four roadways and turn right. 35 
metres from the junction take the right 
hand path, then after 30 metres take 
another right fork. 10 metres further 
will bring you to the plaque for Robert 
Taylor’s grave, on the right.
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Grave 11: John Collier’s grave is just 
two rows further from Robert Taylor’s. 
The plaque for John Collier’s grave 
is 5 metres along the path from the 
plaque for Robert Taylor. John Collier’s 
headstone contains a carved beehive, a 
favourite symbol of co-operation.

Grave 12: From the plaque for John 
Collier, retrace your steps for 10 
metres and turn sharp right at the 
fork in the roadway. After 55 metres 
carry straight on at the junction and 
after a further 10 metres the plaque 
for John Hill’s grave is on the left. This 
headstone has an inscription for a 
different person on the reverse side.

Grave 13: From the plaque for John 
Hill’s grave continue for 30 metres. 
Turn right at the junction, then 
immediately left. After another 50 
metres turn right. This is the main 
roadway to the crematorium, so keep 
a lookout for traffic. After 20 metres 
turn left and walk to the chapel. From 
the chapel’s front door follow the main 
roadway downhill, as it bends to the 
right, for 40 metres. The plaque for 
John Bent’s grave is on the left.

Grave 14: From the plaque for John 
Bent retrace your steps for 30 metres 
towards the chapel. The plaque for 
Benjamin Jordan’s grave is on the left. 
Take extra care when walking to this 
grave as the ground is uneven and the 
walk is steeply downhill.

Grave 15: From the plaque for 
Benjamin Jordan’s grave continue 
uphill on the wide roadway for 70 
metres as it bends to the left. The 
plaque for James Standring’s grave is 
on the right. This headstone is another 
which is low to the ground.

Grave 16: From the plaque for James 
Standring continue along the roadway 
for another 10 metres. The plaque for 
Benjamin Rudman’s grave is on the 
right, the grave being next to the road.

Grave 17: From the plaque for 
Benjamin Rudman’s grave continue 
uphill for 40 metres to the junction. 
Turn immediately right, passing 
the war memorial. 20 metres from 
the junction the plaque for William 
Cooper’s grave is on the right.

Return to the roadway by the plaque for 
William Cooper’s grave and, with your 
back to the grave, take the path across 
the grassy roundabout and follow the 
roadway downhill to the cemetery office 
and gateway.

 Other Pioneers 
The other original Pioneers are 
buried elsewhere: James Bamford 
at Smallbridge Church, near 
Littleborough; David Brooks at Milnrow 
Parish Church; George Healey at 
Bowness-on-Windermere Cemetery; 
John Holt and William Taylor at 
Rochdale New Burial Ground; Charles 
Howarth at Heywood Cemetery; John 
Kershaw at Whitwood Cemetery, 
Normanton; James Maden at Bacup 
Cemetery; William Mallalieu at Dean 
Head Cemetery, Ripponden; James 
Manock at St Clement’s Church, 
Rochdale; Joseph Smith at Nantwich 
Cemetery. James Daly was buried at 
sea in mid Atlantic.

 Biographies of The Rochdale Pioneers 

1. John Garside (1799-1862) 
John Garside, a cabinetmaker and 
local preacher originally from Halifax 
in West Yorkshire, was one of the first 
arbitrators (settling disputes between 
members and the Society) for the 
Rochdale Equitable Pioneers Society. 
Politically, he was a socialist.

2. James Wilkinson (1787-1858) 
James Wilkinson, a shoemaker, was 
the first arbitrator of the Rochdale 
Equitable Pioneers Society and one of 
the older Pioneers. 

He was a parson who founded a church 
known as ‘co-op chapel’, because it 
was attended by 14 of the Pioneers. 
He broke away from the Methodist 
church at the age of 24 to form a 
Methodist-Unitarian denomination and 
established a church at Oldham. He 
tramped across the hills in all weather 
to preach at Todmorden, Bacup and 
elsewhere in Lancashire. He died of 
consumption (tuberculosis).
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3. John Scowcroft (1785-1870) 
John Scowcroft, who was originally 
from Stockport in Cheshire, was an 
agricultural labourer and hawker (a 
rag and bone dealer with a barrow 
who shouted advertisements and 
engaged in banter with customers). He 
eventually became a salt dealer and 
draper. He was also a local preacher 
and worshipped at the Unitarian 
Church. 

He walked 8 miles over Rooley Moor 
to preach in Ramsbottom and also 
taught Sunday school at Ballie Street 
Methodist Chapel and Holland Street 
Church. When he was hawking, he liked 
to serve his customers whilst delivering 
Christian greetings. Politics, religion 
and other subjects were discussed by 
members at the Rochdale Pioneers’ 
Store, and sometimes evenings were 
dedicated to a stated question. 

Some religious members tried to get 
religion removed from topics of debate 
as they thought their faith should 
not be called into question, but John 
Scowcroft said his faith should be 
subject to examination and discussion 
like any other topic. John Scowcroft 
married a woman from London and 
was one of the longest living Pioneers.

4. Abraham Greenwood (1824-1911)  
Abraham Greenwood, a wool sorter 
and son of a blanket manufacturer, 
was a member of the Rochdale 
Equitable Pioneers Society and took 
a keen interest in its educational 
work, teaching political economy 
at the Sunday school the Pioneers 
established for adults in the Store’s 
newsroom. When he was eighteen, 
Greenwood became secretary of the 
Chartists’ Association and librarian of 
the People’s Institute. He was a founder 
and the first president of the Rochdale 
Corn Mill. Greenwood joined the Jumbo 
committee that set up the Co-operative 
Wholesale Society (CWS) and was 
elected to serve as the Society’s first 
chairman. He was also the Society’s 
cashier and bank manager from 
1874 to 1898. Greenwood was the 
first director and a manager of the 
Co-operative Insurance Society (CIS). 
He promoted the Co-operative News 
and was chairman of the Newspaper 
Society for 25 years.

5. Samuel Ashworth (1825-1871) 
Samuel Ashworth, a flannel/woollen 
weaver of a Chartist persuasion and 
son of fellow Rochdale Pioneer Miles 
Ashworth, was the Rochdale Equitable 
Pioneers Society’s first salesman and 
their first manager – a position he 
held for twenty years. He was one of 
the youngest Pioneers, aged just 19 
when the Society started, and worked 
without pay for the first three months 
of trading until it was found that at the 
end of the first quarter the Pioneers 
had made enough money to pay him. 
He later joined the North of England 
Co-operative Wholesale Society (CWS), 
where he was appointed chief buyer, 
manager and salesman in 1866. 

6. Miles Ashworth (1792-1868) 
Miles Ashworth, a flannel/woollen 
weaver who later became a watchman, 
was the first President of the Rochdale 
Equitable Pioneers Society. Miles 
Ashworth had an eventful life even 
before he joined the Pioneers. As a 
British Marine he was part of the guard 
on the ship which took Napoleon into 
exile in 1815. Miles Ashworth was a 
Chartist and also joined in a Utopian 
allotments scheme in Oxfordshire. His 
children include fellow Pioneer Samuel 
Ashworth. 
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7. James Tweedale (1819-1886) 
James Tweedale, the keeper of a 
clogger’s shop and socialist, was one 
of the first directors of the Rochdale 
Equitable Pioneers Society and served 
on its first committee. He was the fifth 
President of the Society. During his 
time in office, Tweedale managed to 
substantially increase the number of 
new subscribers to the co-operative, 
which resulted in a boom in trade. 

Tweedale was a ‘money counter’, 
before the introduction of the cheque 
system. He experienced a series of 
personal tragedies, losing his mother 
to tuberculosis in 1846, and then in the 
same year his one year-old son and 
finally his wife, Ann, in 1848. A flag was 
hoisted at half-mast over the Central 
Co-operative Stores, Toad Lane, on the 
day he died.

8. James Smithies (1819-1869) 
James Smithies, originally from 
Huddersfield, West Yorkshire, was one 
of the first directors of the Rochdale 
Equitable Pioneers Society, and served 
on the Society’s first committee. Smithies 
was elected president in 1846 and also 
acted as trustee and secretary (from 
1850-1852). Along with Charles Howarth 
and Miles Ashworth, Smithies calculated 
how much stock was needed for the new 
shop in Toad Lane, and took down the 
shutters to open the Pioneers store on 
their first night of trading in 1844. 

Later, Smithies introduced the Pioneers 
to the idea of wholesale trade, shipping 
and departmentalisation – selling 
clothes, boots and clogs. A wool 
sorter (and later owner of a wool 
sorting business), wool stapler and 
book keeper by trade, Smithies was a 
socialist, social reformer and Owenite, 
investing in the Owenite community 
project Harmony Hall in 1843. 

He loved reading and taught young 
and older men reading, writing and 
arithmetic on Sundays. Smithies married 
a woman from Nottinghamshire and 
had six children, one of whom inherited 
Smithies’ love of teaching and became 
a teacher. Smithies was known for his 
sense of humour and being a happy and 
optimistic man. 

9. J T W Mitchell (1828-1895) 
John Thomas Whitehead Mitchell 
began work in a cotton mill at the 
age of eleven, eventually becoming a 
flannel warehouseman. He joined the 
Rochdale Pioneers Society in 1853. J T 
W had a keen interest in education and 
co-operative production and attended 
the first Co operative Congress in 1869. 
He was president of the Co-operative 
Wholesale Society from 1874 until his 
death in 1895. A Rochdale resident his 
whole life, J T W was known locally 
as ‘baron wholesale’ due to him 
being at the helm of the CWS during 
its phase of rapid expansion from 
humble beginnings in Manchester to 
manufacturing a wide range of goods, 
with its own shipping line and depots 
across the world. Under J T W Mitchell, 
the CWS developed a new way of 
managing the supplies for the growing 
retail co-operative movement. 

10. Robert Taylor (1800-1877) 
Robert Taylor, a flannel/woollen weaver 
and socialist, was one of six members 
elected to act as a committee when 
the Rochdale Pioneers started their 
educational work in 1846. He was 
elected librarian in 1849. 

In nineteenth century Lancashire, it 
was common to wear wooden-soled 
clogs instead of leather shoes. In the 
minute books of the Rochdale Pioneers, 
it is said that they had to buy Taylor a 
pair of slippers for him to wear in the 
library as his clogs were too noisy and 
disturbed the readers!

10 11



 11. John Collier (1806-1883) 
John Collier was an engineer/engine 
tenter (operator) by trade and a 
committee member of the Rochdale 
Equitable Pioneers Society. Skilled 
engineering trades grew during the 
industrial revolution, and usually an 
apprenticeship had to be served before 
entering the trade. John Collier came 
to engineering slightly differently, 
however: he was apparently a labourer 
who developed a skill in ‘fettling up’ 
(looking after and mending) stationary 
steam engines and was able to turn it 
into his occupation. 

Politically, John Collier was a socialist, 
chartist and Owenite, and he invested 
in the Owenite community project 
Harmony Hall in 1843, a mansion built 
for training Owenites. He worshipped 
at the Unitarian Church in Clover 
Street Rochdale and was said to be the 
great-grandson of a famous Lancashire 
dialect poet called Tim Bobbin. The 
famous co-operative symbol of the 
beehive, similar to one depicted on the 
Rochdale Pioneers’ central store, is 
engraved onto his headstone.

12. John Hill (1814-1899) 
The descendants of John Hill, a 
carpenter and hatter, reported that he 
borrowed the wheelbarrow that was 
used to carry the Rochdale Pioneers’ 
first stock of goods the 12.4 miles from 
Manchester, where they had been 
bought at market, to their store on Toad 
Lane, Rochdale. He was helped by his 
son. 

13. John Bent (1817-1894) 
John Bent was one of the first auditors 
for the Rochdale Equitable Pioneers 
Society and, later, the first tailoring 
manager. He was born in Ireland but 
educated at Chetham’s Hospital in 
Manchester (a charity school), which is 
still a school today. John Bent moved 
to Rochdale to work as a tailor. He 
was better educated than most of the 
Pioneers and taught mathematics 
for adults in the Rochdale Pioneers’ 
Sunday school. 

Bent was a socialist and follower of 
social reformer Robert Owen. He lost 
£15 after investing in one of Robert 
Owen’s land schemes (Owen purchased 
land in a failed scheme to set up a 
utopian co-operative community). John 
Bent apparently always wore a cap – 
except in the famous 1865 photo of the 
thirteen surviving Pioneers, where he 
is pictured bare-headed. He married 
twice.

14. Benjamin Jordan (1825-1904) 
Benjamin Jordan was a pattern 
maker, joiner and ironmonger with 
Chartist political views who joined the 
Rochdale Equitable Pioneers Society. 
He later moved to the small mill and 
market town of Clitheroe, Lancashire, 
to become a publican. He had also 
lived in Accrington, Lancashire and 
Huddersfield, West Yorkshire. He joined 
the Conservative Party and became 
a town councillor and member of the 
Board of Guardians. Jordan was the 
only one of the Rochdale Pioneers to 
live into the twentieth century, but 
showed little interest in the Pioneers 
later in his life. 
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15. James Standring (1804-1872) 
In the early days of the Rochdale 
Equitable Pioneers Society, James 
Standring weighed out flour during the 
evenings in the Toad Lane store. He was 
in the flannel and woollen weaving trade, 
and was later a grocer and shop owner. 

A socialist and Owenite social reformer, 
James Standring was involved in the 
1840s campaign for the Ten Hours 
Factory Act, which called for the 
working day to be limited to ten hours 
by law. He was interested in co-
operation even before he joined the 
Rochdale Pioneers and helped another 
of the Pioneers, Charles Howarth, start 
one of the first co-operatives in 1833 at 
No 15 Toad Lane Rochdale. 

Although the initial attempt was 
not entirely successful, it offered an 
alternative to the monopoly of mill 
owners’ shops where food was given 
instead of wages. 

After an unsuccessful demonstration 
by flannel weavers in 1843-44 for an 
advance in wages, Standring got hold of 
copy of the Friendly Societies Act to see 
whether unions amongst the weavers 
could form manufacturing or other 
associations for their self-employed 
protection and benefit, similar to co-
operatives. He was always prepared to 
debate with anyone during his spare 
time.

16. Benjamin Rudman (1813-1876) 
Benjamin Rudman was a flannel 
manufacturer, wool weaver and 
trader and builder with Chartist views 
who attended early meetings of the 
Rochdale Equitable Pioneers Society. 
Later, he became a Scotch draper, 
selling from door to door. He used to 
beat out his flannel before selling his 
wares as a pedlar around Rochdale. 
Unusually for a weaver, Benjamin 
Rudman owned land. 

He built 26 houses at Rudman’s Yard, 
where he lived from 1814-76. He was 
also associated with the Shawclough 
area of Rochdale, where a street was 
named after him in the late 1870s. 
Rudman was reported to have lent 
money to the Rochdale Pioneers 
without security. In the early days of the 
Society, when the committee found at 
the end of the quarter that they hadn’t 
got enough money available to pay their 
bills, they approached Rudman to lend 
them the money, with receipts already 
signed. 

He willingly gave them the money 
needed then deliberately tore up the 
receipts, saying he could trust the 
Pioneers to repay him without the 
receipts. Benjamin Rudman was married 
three times and employed his family in 
his flannel manufacturing business. 

17. William Cooper (1822-1868) 
William Cooper was the Rochdale 
Equitable Pioneers Society’s first 
cashier – a position he held until his 
death – and executive officer. He loved 
writing letters and was the Pioneers’ 
correspondent, spreading the message 
of co-operation all over the world. A 
flannel weaver, woollen hand loom 
weaver and owner of a manufacturing 
stationers’ business, Cooper also 
became an account book keeper. 
He was a socialist and abolitionist 
and worked to convince the public to 
oppose slavery in the cotton-producing 
states of America. 

Cooper was so dedicated to co-
operation he worked day and night. He 
worked without pay for the first three 
months of trading until it was found 
that at the end of the first quarter the 
Pioneers had made enough money to 
pay him. Later, he was secretary of the 
Co-operative Conference Board and 
author of a history about the Rochdale 
Co-operative Corn Mill Society. 

Cooper was one of the twelve founders 
of the Co-operative Wholesale Society 
(CWS), where he served on the 
provisional committee and acted as 
the Society’s first secretary. He was 
secretary of the Co-operative Insurance 
Society (CIS) from its formation in 1867 

Cooper died of typhus and lost a child 
to the disease. When he died, co-
operative stores in Rochdale were 
partially closed and the flag at the Toad 
Lane store flown at half mast. Officers 
from co-operative societies in the town 
and employees from the Pioneers 
Society attended his funeral. 
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